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Faba bean production 

• Areas   

• Yields 

• Obstacles/potential 

• Crop rotations 

• Price 

• Economic viability 

• Drilling 

• Different varities 

• Weed control 



Area of Faba bean production 
(organic + conventional) 
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Organic area 2014: 
8000 hectares 

= 
About 28 000 tons 



Trading between farms 

• Well working in some areas 

• Better price for the salesperson 

• Better price för the dairy farm 

• Win win situation! 

www.proteintipset.se 
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Potential 

• High yields on clay soils 

• Good market 

• Good price 

• No need of nitrogen 

• New better varieties 

• High protein content (30%) 

• High pre crop value 

• Soil structure 

• More easy to harvest than peas 

• Fits good for interrow cropping 



Obstacles/Challanges 

• Late harvest 

• Wet conditions during harvest 

• Drying wet beans 

• Capacity to dry wet beans 

• Aphids 

• Soil born pathogenes 

• Controlling weeds 

• Expensive seed 



Yields 



Harvest 12 of oktober 



Some green beans 
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Average yields 



Income Quantity       Quantity     Advantage 
bean 

pris Euro/ha pris Euro/ha Euro/ha 

Yield 3500 0,330 1150   4800 0,260 1250 -100 

Subsidy     150       150   

Pre crop value     150         +150 

Total income     1450       1400   

Costs                 

Seeds 320 0,7 220   200 0,6 120 -100 

Nutrient, N         70 2,5 180 +180 

Drying     100       40 -60 

Other costs     400       400   

Total 
costs 

    720       740 

Result 730 660 70 

Faba Bean Oat (grain) 



4 tons Faba bean = 200 Euro extra 
 

5 tons Faba bean = 500 Euro extra 
 

6 tons Oat = 200 Euro extra 
 

6 ton Oat (0,230 Euro/kilo) = 140 
Euro extra 
 

 

More calculation 



The real world 2015 

Crop Price  
(Euro/ hectare) 

Yield Result 
(Euro/hectare) 

Winter wheat 0,28 4000 450 

Spring barley 0,26 4500 580 

Oat 0,25 6200 950 

Oil seed rape 0,75 3500 1800 

Faba Bean 0,34 5200 1200 
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Faba Bean 

Profitability of different crops 



Conclusions economy 

• Balanced price during the latest years 

• Good market 

• More variated yields than Oat 

• Pre crop value: about 150 Euro 

• High costs for drying 

• Expensive seed 

• No need of expensive nitrogen 

• Earlys drilling is very important 



Crop rotatioin – stockless farm 

Spring barley 

White clover (seed production) 

Winter oil seed rape (50 cm row space) 
Winter wheat/Rye 

Faba bean (25-50 cm row-with) 

Winter wheat/Spring wheat 

Oat 



Crop rotatioin – dairy farm 

Spring barley 

Ley 

Ley 
Ley 

Winter oil seed rape/Winter wheat 

Wheat/Oat 

Faba bean 



Drilling 

• Early! 

• Not later than 15 of May  

•5-7 centimeters 

• Surrounded by moistry soil 





Structure 

• Primary root 

• Side roots dominates 





Choose the rigth variety 

• Low tannin content: pigs, chicken hen 
 

• High tannin content: dairy farms, beef cattle 

 

Important: 

• High yield 

• Not too late ripening 

• Not too susceptible to pathogenes 

• Good stem properties 

• Competetive to weeds 
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Aphids! 



Importance of insect pollination 



Irrigation on light soils 



Seed 
weigth(gram) 

Seed amount  
to drill 
(kilo/hectare) 

Costs 
(Euro/hectare) 

400 245 170 

500 305 200 

600 370 240 
 

700 430 280 


